PEEFACE.
one who has well learned the fable of ee the old man and his ass3* will allow his judgment to be overruled by the dread of such comments; but they illustrate a condition of things which cannot but be taken into serious consideration by those who have to address auditories so extremely miscellaneous as assemble in so many town churches. It would be clearly inconsistent, with due regard to the wants of all in such churches, to discuss upon six successive Sunday mornings, in however purely scriptural and highly spiritual a, tone, subjects of the description treated in this volume.
There is, however, in St. James's, as in many other London churches, a service which is ordinarily attended by very small congregations, and those of a much less miscellaneous or, as I may call it, parochial character than the congregations of the morning and evening. Of the* few whom we gather within our walls on Sunday afternoons the majority are of the class to which, if to any, the subjects here treated will be allowed to be appropriate; while the neighbourhood around the church contains during the London, season material for the supply of a crowded auditory of the same character. Into